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would extremely tend tothe Freedom of Parliament, and con- - 


ce a greater Equality in the Reprefentation of the People 


fequently to the Redrefs of our prefent heavy-Calamities, are 
Facts on which I have fo often.dwelt, that nothing but their Impor- 
tance can plead my Excufe. My earneft.Zeal.for the general Welfare, 
and my firm Conviction that this can be reftored only. by the fteady 
Adherence of the People to the Demands they have already made, 
and the Extent of that Affociation into which they have entered to 
fupport thefe Demands, will, I truft, be allowed by the Wellwith- 
ers of their Country to be a fufficient Reafon for the urgent Repeti- 
tion into which it may have often betrayed me. To-day, however, 
inftead of bringing Arguments in Support of “amore equal Re- 
_prefentation of the People by the Addition of more County Mem- 
bers to the prefent Number,” I will endeavour to fet afide fome 
Objections which I have heard made, and which I know are bufily 
circulated through the Country againft the Meafure. 

In the firft Place, then, itis {aid that the Multiplication of the 
Knights would be an Infringement of the Conftitution, which ap~ 
pointed the Burgefs and Citizen to reprefent the Trade of the King- 
dom, as it would give an Advantage to the Landed Intereft, which 
it was not originally intended to poflefs. 

To this I anfwer, that the Objection is frivolous, unlefs the Bur- 
gefs and Citizen in Reality reprefent the Trade of England, according 
to their original Appointment: For if not, the Conftitution is in- 
fringed only by thofe who have {werved from their Duty, and not 
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by thofe who, upon old Principles, ufe new Means to retrieve the ill 
Confequences of their Mifconduct. 

The prefent State of this Couatry’s Trade then may ferve to 
demonftrate the Neceffity of :the Meafure we have affociated to 
obtain, and that too upon the ‘very Principles on which it is ob- 
jected to. If the Borough Members had really reprefented the 
Trade of this Kingdom, could the American War have proceeded? 
Could we have put that copious Source of Wealth, the Navigation 
A&, which enfured to England a Monopoly in the Trade of the 
whole Continent of North-America, even to the Hazard? Could 
we have ftaked, upon a defperate Caft, the certain and almoft in- 
finite Profits arifing from.the American Confumption of our Ma- 
nufactures, again{t a f{peculative Contribution to the Privy Purfe 
and unconititutional Influence? Could we, if reprefented as a 
trading Nation, have exchanged the great commercial Supply 
which had been. chearfully given, for the fcanty, yet, reluctant 
‘Tribute of Slaves to a-tyrannical Government? Yet all thete Things 
we have done, :and with the Support and Concurrence of the Houfe 
of Commons in Parliament affembled, afforded to every Act that 
has produced this difmal Effet, -we have feen the Ports of Ame- 
‘rica fhut againft the Importation of every Britifh Commodity,— 
the Sterling Coin of England alone excepted. 

By the Reprefentatives of the Trade and’Land conftituting only 
one doe the fame Branch of our Legiflature, it.is obvious that they 
are fuppofed :to poffefs one common Intereft, or, at the utmoft, 
a very clofe Communion.of Interefts. -If, therefore, either of thefe 
Bodies .which, taken together, form the popular Part of our Go- 
vernment, fhall :fail .to. difcharge the Duty committed to their 
Hands, that Duty naturally devolves upon the other. If, therefore, 
the Borough :Intereft in.Parliament, deferting its Purpofes, has, 
‘by venal Majorities, thrown .the whole Weight of the Commons 
into the Scale of.the Crown againft the Intereft both of Land and 
“Trade, the Landed Intereft, which then alone remains to reprefent 
the People, becomes alfo the proper Guardian of the Trade. But of 
Jate the Interefts of Trade have exceedingly.declined, and nut the 
Boroughs, but the Minifter has been reprefented by their Delegates. 
‘How ion is the People, thus. omitted in our prefent Syftem, to be 
-reinftated in their-Legiflative Power? The Queftion is not between 
-one Part .of .the Commons and another, but between the Crown 
and the whole of the People. Shift then the Balance of Reprefen- 
tation in. Favour, of the Landed Intereft, for the Land alone is repre- 
fented.with any Appearance of Reality. Were the Trade of the 
Kingdom truly-reprefented, this Expedient might not be neceflary.; 
but, furely, as Things are circumftanced, and while the Value of 
Land is intimately connected with the Situation of our Trade, 
Trade herfelf will derive a greater Security from an Increafe of 
‘Landed Reprefentatives, than from the Legiflative Voice of Hey- 


don, Shaftefbury, Milburne-Port, Alaborough or New-Shoreham. 
But 
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But ftill the propofed Meafute is called a Change:in the Confti- 
‘tution: Let.us then admit-the Faét, and enquire whether it is not 
reafonable and expedient that a Change of this'Nature fhould take 
Place: For even-:{uppofing the-Boroughs to be immaculate, and to 
‘have originally fent Members to Parliament for the Maintenance 
and Protection of their Trade, have not the Principles en which 
they were chartered, from the mere Courfe of Time, undergone a 
Change that now requires a correfpondent Alteration in the Mea- 
{ures that were founded on them? I appeal to the Experience of 
every Reader ‘to decide whether ‘the Trade of England is-moft ade- 
quately reprefented by the Members for Ripon, Boroughbridge, and 
Richmond, or by a Gentleman who fhould be:fent to Parliament 
by the Voices of only thofe Freeholders-who are engaged in carryin 
on the Woollen Manufacture in this great County of York; and i 
he fhall decide in Favour of -the latter, he will probably admit that 
the Increafe of our County Members is a Change only in‘the:Forms, 
while, in the Subftance and Spirit, it tends to the Renewal of our 
‘Conttitution. | 

And be it remembered -here that ‘we have not defired to deprive 
afingle Borough, however decayed, of its antient Privileges. T'we 
Acres of Pafture Ground at Old Sarum may ftill continue to return 
two Members to Parliament; we fhould, however, deem it no In- 
jury to this enfranchifed Pinfold, if two Millions of. Acres were 
admitted to enjoy fomewhat a fuperior Confequence in the Legifla- 
ture of Great- Britain. 

Another Objection raifed againft the Multiplication of County 
Members, is the Incompatibility of the Meafure with the A@ of 
‘Union. 7 
That ‘by the A@ of Union it is decreed, that fixteen Peers 


hall reprefent the Peerage -of Scotland, and that the Commons of 


‘that Country fhall. be reprefented by forty-five Members to fit in 
the Britith Parliament, I very readily admit; but in abl this I find 
nothing that precludes the fubfequent Enlargement of the Number, 
if agreed to in ‘ the Parliament. of the united Kingdoms.” While 
the People of Scotland fave their private Rights from any Altera- 
tion but that of their own evident Utility, they allow, in the 18th 
Article, ‘* that Laws relating to the public Policy are alterable at 
the Difcretion of Parliament.” Never yet did there fubfift a Law 
that came more within this Defcription than that we are now en-~ 
deavouring to obtain: But we hear of no Objections proceeding 
from Scotland herfelf ; and if the People of North-Britain are fatis- 
fied that it would not infringe the Aét of Union, to ufe the Words 
of a very eminent Member of Parliament on a former Occafion, 
<< it would be highly impertinent in an Englifhman to infift. any 
farther upon the Objection.” 

But fuppofe the Limitation to forty-five Reprefentatives con- 


clufive againft an Enlargement of the Number, it muft follow that 
“every 
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every Creation of a new Peer is equally an Infringement of the 
Rights of Scotland. Of thefe the was originally limitted to fixteen, 
and when a new Creation now takes Place, her Number is not in- 
creafed, and confequently the Balance is turned mire againft her; 
whereas in the prefent Plan her Rights are attended to. No Man 
defires to preclude her from a proportionate Participation of the 
- Advantages. that are looked for tothe Nation. Her Members now 
conttitute a thirteenth Part of the-Britifh Houfe of Commons, let 
her then be allowed to return a thirteenth Part.of whatever Addi- 
tion is made to our prefent Reprefentatives, and then let Objectors 
explain what they mean by faying, that this Meafure is incompa- 
tible with the Act of Union. , 

On Cromwell’s having called a Parliament, .in which, inftead of 
fending Writs to all the little Boroughs throughout Eagland, he 
appointed more-Knights for every.Shire to be chofen, we have 
the Teftimony of Lord Clarendon, that this **-was generally 
looked upon as an Alteration fit to be more-warrantably made and 
in a better Time.” With this Remark, and the following Lettér 
from a Correfpondent, to whom I acknowledge myfelf much. in- 
debted, I thall for the prefent clofe the Confideration of this Subject. 


To LANCELOT LACKRENT, Ef. 


S IR, 

HE ‘Lift: which: you have publithed of our Reprefentatives 

who enjoy Places of Profit, and confequently. may, with- 

out Danger of Injuftice, be fufpected of coming under the In- 
‘fluence of the Crown, affords but .a dreary Profpect to this poor 
‘Country. It is however, fome Comfort, that only fix Englifh Coun- 
:ty Members are to-be found in this.long difheartening Catalogue ; 
“we may therefore flatter ourfelves that the rea/ Reprefentatives of 
the People are in general immaculate, and that we have only to 
-multiply that original .and canfhitutional Reprefentation to obtain 
-the great Object of. our Petition, a free and independent Parliament. 
In the mean-time.fome will behold with Pity, others with Indig- 
nation, a free People upon their Kaees. before two or three hundred 
of their Fellow-Citizens.{and thofe by no Means the moft :refpect- 
able) afking as.a-Boon what they may legally reaflume as -a Right. 
Should thefe Idols of our Adoration prove inexorable, who would 
wonder if the Petitioners, like.the Man in the Fable, :fthould dath 
their wooden Gods in Pieces? ,Jt will. be well if fome of the 
cowardly Whigs, :{timulated by Dean ‘Tucker, and threatened by 
Lord Mulgrave, may not at length find out that the Strong.are fupe- 
rior tothe Weak,-that the Many exceed the Few, and that whilft the 
Scotchman is indulged in his,Dirk, and the Irifhman in. his Muf- 
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quet, an Englifhman may think his Liberty and his Property as 
well worth preterving as his Hares and his Partridges. The Affo- 
ciation, as held out to the Public, will not reach the venal and 
corrupt Boroughs. A Man would be /oned who fhould carry fuch 
an Affociation into Cornwall: We muff have more County Members 
as a Counterpoifon to this Peftilence. Surely we are not yet fo 
abandoned of Heaven, but that we can find in every County twenty 


or thirty Gentlemen to whom we may delegate our Rights from 


Year to Year. The Body is {till found though the Members are 
rotten; and [ do not believe that the Treafury itfelf, with all the 
Places, Penfions, and Patronage of the Crown, can bribe the Eing- 
life Counties to their own Deftruction. The Petitioners, I am per- 
fuaded, intend to be moderate; but they will not be the Dupes of 
their Moderation; they are as determined in their Purpofe as they 
are ref{pectable in their Application. Swaviter in nod, Sortiter in 
Re, is their Motto. Asa Friend, therefore, to Peace and Order, 
I fincerely wifh that the Majority of our fuppofed Reprefentatives, 
who have fo long and {io largely partaken of the Public Money, will 
confider iz Time. by whom, and by what Right it has been levied ; 
and that whilft they are either putting it in their own Pockets, or 
laying it out in Razors, Scalping Knives, Jews Harps, Crucifixes, 
and Tomahawks, (in Defiance of God, of Nature, and the Voice of 
their Country) this Queftion may poflibly arife, whether Taxation 
without Reprefentation is not exactly the fame Thing in England, 
Ireland, and America, and whether we are notall at this Hour con- 
tending, though with different Weapons, in one and the fame 


Caufe, the Caufe of the People? lam, 
STIR, | 


Your moft humble Servant, 
A West-RipinGc FREEHOLDER. 


One would conceive it the abfolute Intention of Miniftry to drive 
the Nation into a State of Defpair, and hurry them to fome AG@ of 
Violence that may feem to juftify their own oppreflive Méafures. 
The Houfe of Commons had -paffed a Bill to difqualify Contractors 
from fitting in Parliament, merely becaufe the Crown, by permit- 
ting exorbitant Profits upon Contracts, has been found able to cor- 
rupt many of our Reprefentatives. This Bill concerned only the 
Commons, and was evidently acceptable to the People: The Lords 
have notwithftanding thrown it out, and left us ftill at the Mercy 
of a Set of Men, who will continue to prefer their own private 
Advantage to the Happinefs of the Nation, while a Noble Lord, 
high in Office, declares it a Madnefs in the People to feck the Re- 
duétion ‘of the Influence of the Crown; and that the Lords, by their 
Interference, fhould now make their Confequence fully apparent. 
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They have accordingly made it apparent indeed; but Lord Hillfbo- 
rough would do well to refle& that, when in a former Inftance the 
Houfe of Lords ereéted itfelf into an Outwork of Prerogative, and 
determined to protect the encroaching Crown againft the Claims 
of the People, ‘* the Rage and Tempeft of Liberty” roared only 
with fo much the louder Din, and, increafing by Refiftance, {wept 
away from the Face of the Earth the flimly Barrier-of Corruption. 
But this their Lordfhips may cry was fubverting the Conftitution, 
I deny the Fact: It was only {cattering the Duft into which their 
own Mifconduct had reduced it. I am willing to aliow the Lords, 
as aBranch of the Legiflature, capable of being ferviceable to the 
State; but if, inftead of acting the Mediator, they joia the corrupt 
Influence of the Crown againft the People, they are Parties not 
Judges in the Conflict, and once more I truft they thall be tcattered 
before the Storms of Liberty. The Conftitution of England has 
frequently required to be reftored, but [ am bold to fay its Diftem- 

rs have uniformly arifen with the Crown: It is much more in- 
jured by the Contraction of popular Freedom than of Prerogative ; 
but there is .a certain Elafticity in the former that, I truft, will for 
ever burft the Confines in which the latter may attempt te comprefs 


it, G 


Yorx: Printed by A. Warp ; fold by al] the Bookfellers in York- 
_fhire, and R. Fautpber, No. 42, New Bond-ftreet, Corner of 
Maddox-ftreet, London. Price Tworence. 


xP Any Letter direéted to LanceioT Lacxrent, Ejy; at the 
Printing-Office in Coney-fireet, York, Carriage or Poft paid, 
will be duly attended ta. 


*,* Orders for Papers ate dchired to be diretied immediately to the 
seer Printing-Ojice in Coney-fireet, York. | 

















